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over China and the Far East as the ultimate objective. In the
former region the Russian frontier, vaguely indicated on the
maps, had long been the margin of the wide belt of desert and
waste steppes extending eastward from the Caspian. The first
push was made through the gap in this desert barrier, where
the Amu-Darya (the ancient Oxus) flows to the Aral Sea.
Khiva was occupied in 1873. Then a new advance began from
the Russian posts on the Caspian by a series of campaigns in
which a railway gradually replaced the transport by thousands
of camels across the desert belt. Railways were becoming a new
factor in conquest. By 1895 Merv, Bokhara, and Samarkand
had been occupied. The Russian frontier had reached the
borders of Afghanistan, and the problem of British relations
with the Amir of Cabul and of the defence of the Indian Empire
were complicated by the cRussian peril3.

In Siberia and the new Pacific Coast Province1 Russia was
developing river traffic, building new cities, and bringing in
Cossack colonists, reinforced by annual convoys of political
prisoners and exiles. Till the Amur valley was reached the
rivers ran mostly south to north, and movement eastward was a
slow business. So a great railway was planned as an instrument
of development, power-consolidation, and conquest. It would
make it possible to maintain large armies in the Far East,
where China was reckoned as a 'decaying' empire, soon to be
ripe for partition. A great naval base was established at Vladi-
vostok on the Pacific. Moscow was to be linked by 5,000 miles
of rails with this new dockyard fortress, whose very name
asserted that it was to be the 'Mistress of the East'.

But a new Power had arisen in the Far East that was soon to

1 The Coast Province had been occupied by the Russians when they abandoned
their naval station farther north at Petropavlovsk during the Crimean War. The
Pekin Government made a helpless protest, but formally ceded this extensive coast
territory to the Tsar in 1861, when, after the flight of the Emperor of China from
Pekin on the approach of the allied French and British armies, General Muravieff,
the governor of eastern Siberia, acted as the mediator of an armistice with the allies
and opened the way to a peaceful settlement. The site of the new city of Vladi-
vostok was then a small fishing village on the splendid landlocked bay that
Muravieff selected as the new naval station for the Russian fleet in Far Eastern
waters.